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FROM OUR PRESIDENT:

KARL BLAKELY
Greetings everyone, I hope everyone had a 
fun and uneventful summer.  As I get 
older my definition of “uneventful " is 
everyone enjoying good heath, something 
that cannot be taken for granted anymore. 
Well as I write this, SPDTC is enjoying good 
health, and I would like to report excellent 
compliance with our parking rules. I would 
like to thank everyone for their efforts 
in helping to ease some of the tensions with 
our landlord and neighbors. The parking lot 
is still very congested during primetime, (5 
to 7 PM).  However, I do believe that our 
neighbors are starting to observe that we 
are not the cause of their parking 
woes. Never the less, we must still follow 
the parking arrangement as stated in our 
lease. As long as we are the subject of 
landlords, I just received notice that our 
current owner, Pasture Enterprises is in the 
process of selling our building and has a 
purchase agreement with a potential buyer.  
I do not know what this means for our 
future, I am hopeful for status quo, but 
we are uncertain at this time. When it 
comes to being a tenant, we are a small fish 
in a big pond.  We have been with Paster's 
for a very long time, we will have to forge a 
new relationship with our new landlord, so 
stayed tuned and remember that being a 
good neighbor is in our best interests.  
With fall coming, the club will get busier with 
more folks training and our show schedule 
picking up.  I hope to see you down at the 
club soon. 
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FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
OF TRAINING
It’s been a busy summer at Saint Paul Dog 
Training. Here are a few highlights of what 
has been happening.

Obedience

Pat Nevins is  now offering a new Problem 
Solving Utility class  on Tuesday evenings, 
from 6-7. The class focuses on specific 
training strategies for the Utility exercises. 
Paula’s Advanced Utility class (Tuesday 
6-7:30 pm) continues, for teams who are 
looking to polish their skill set for the 
competition ring.

For young dogs, Victoria Varhalla is  offering 
Fun with Fundamentals. This class is 
intended to offer a bridge between Puppy 
Einstein and Beginners.

The Obedience crew hosted a weekend 
Seminar with Laura Romanik. This was a 
rousing success.  I would like to thank Camay 
Blakely and Dick Woods for organizing and 
managing this event.

Agility

We have resurfaced the dogwalk, with new 
plywood and new rubber skins. This excellent 
work was done by Bruce Davey. Plans are 
afoot to “spiffy” up the A-frame too, and 
hopefully this will be taken care of before the 
November Agility Trial.

AKC has released a set of proposed equipment 
changes for Agility. We are monitoring these, 
and will take steps to be sure we comply once 
the list is finalized. If you have an opinion (or 
are simply curious) the changes are posted on 
the AKC website, and are open for public 
comment.

Deb Yost has joined the team of Instructors for 
the Advanced Agility classes. Welcome, Deb!

In closing, I would like to extend my 
congratulations to all the SPDTC Teams that 
were invited to the Obedience Invitational and 
the Agility Invitational. Best of luck to everyone 
in the competitions, but in my mind, you are 
already winners!
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What’s on the Calendar…

October 3, 2014 – October 5, 2014  SPDTC Obedience Trial 

October 18, 2014     10:00-4:00 GSD Workshop (Building Rentals)

November 7, 2014 – November 9, 2014  SPDTC Agility Trial 

November 7, 2014    No Obedience Run Through

November 27, 2014    HOLIDAY - NO AGILITY CLASSES 

December 22, 2014 – January 2, 2015 HOLIDAY - NO AGILITY, OBEDIENCE CLASSES AND 
RUN-THROUGHS

February 7, 2015 Annual Banquet and Awards Meeting    (ATTENTION 
NEW LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCE)                                      

Announcements

Banquet committee is  looking for someone to create centerpieces for our tables  and for donations 
of new or slightly used articles for gifts at the Annual Banquet and Awards dinner.  If you can 
please contact Carol at cmehlhaff@gmail.com or call 952-221-9998 if you have any donations 
please mark it for banquet and put in the office behind the desk at club.Need more information 
about the club? Phone: 651-455-2431

Address: 219 13th Avenue South South St. Paul, Minnesota, 55076

Mailing Address:P.O.Box 2443

Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 55076

http://www.spdtc.com

mailto:cmehlhaff@gmail.com
mailto:cmehlhaff@gmail.com
http://www.spdtc.com
http://www.spdtc.com
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Congratulations!
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Magical May

This  has been a very good year so far, and 
May turned out to bring us the highest 
recognition.  First on May 2nd with me handling 
Grand Champion Valentino by Monarch CGC 
RN we took our 2nd BOB OH and a Group 3 
placement.  Then May 11th with his co-owner 
he picked up a BOB and a Group 4 in the 
regular AKC class.  May 23rd  he finished his 
Bronze Grand Champion Title going BOB for a 
4 pints major and BOB OH with a Group 4 
placement.  We weren’t done yet, May 24th 
another BOB for a 4 point major.  May 25th 
was a supported entry and we picked up BOS 
for a 4 point major, but it turned out to be a 
family affair.  We showed 3 of his offspring, his 
only sired litter to date, and male puppy dog 
Click went BM and BOW, with male puppy 
Billie going RWD.  Puppy female Reine 
showed well and made the cut 2 times.  The 
puppy owners were ecstatic, and the judge 
was really surprised when he found out they 
were all related.  

May 26th was a better repeat from the 25th 
showing,  Tino went Select, for another 4 point 
major, behind his son Click, who went BM, 
BOW and BOB for a 5 point major and 27 
breed points,  again Billie went RWD, but this 
time Reine went WB for a 3 point major.  If we 
have to lose breed, this was a good way to do 
it. At the Papillon Club of American Regional 
and National Shows we made a pretty good 
impression.The puppies placed in their 
classes and Tino made the cut for BOB at the 
Regionals, but not the National.  He did get a 
1st place in Rally and a 2nd in Obedience at 
the Nationals, so I was happy with that.  

In the Special Classes  at the Nationals we 
placed # 3 in the Stud Dog class, and this was 
with only 3 puppies  on the ground against some 
of the top kennels in the nation.  In the Brace 
Class, Tino and his  daughter Reine won BIS 
Brace. 
Not to be out done by the Tino Team, 
Casanova’s Midnight Spirit CDX BN GN RAE 
MX AXJ CA THD CGC earned is MX Title on 
May 23rd, the same day as Tino won is Bronze…  
Love My Paps.
The puppies were only 7 months old…  Way to 
Go Guys….
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European Open 2014–Trip of a Lifetime
By: Mike Teh

This  past July, I made the journey to Hungary 
for the 2014 European Open with my “Rent-
a-dog” Daggie. Daggie is  a Shetland 
Sheepdog that will be nine years  old soon. I 
started running Daggie about a year and a 
half when Kory Kaye offered to let me run 
him a show. From there, all is history.

The journey started this past May at the 
International Team Tryouts in Hopkins, MN. I 
went in with full intentions of trying out as  an 
FEO (for exhibition only) dog, but when 
Daggie got measured into the 14 inch height 
class, we were trying out “for real”! This 
changed my mental game of being at tryouts 
now because at first the stress was not there 
because I was  running FEO, but now, we 
might actual ly have a chance. Fast 
forwarding to the end of the weekend, 
Daggie had three clean rounds and one 
round with a couple faults, but we were the 
4th team member to be selected at tryouts. 
Winning a spot at tryouts took the stress off 
of waiting to see if we would have been 
selected for the team because at the EO, a 
country is  allowed 36 spots, of the 36 spots, 
12 of them were determined at tryouts. The 
rest of the spots were chosen by the coach. 

After winning the spot at the tryouts, we now 
started another leg in our journey, getting to 
Hungary. Since I won the spot in May and the 
competition is in July that does not leave 
much time to plan an international trip 
overseas, with a dog! 

SPDTC

The process  of getting a dog overseas for 
competition is very difficult because you have to 
make sure that they have an international 
microchip that is readable with their scanners 
over there. If you do not have an international 
microchip and have a regular alpha-numeric 
chip, then you had to provide your own 
microchip scanner. From there we had to make 
sure all the vaccinations  were up to date. After 
the microchip and vaccinations are checked, 
then we can make the trip to the USDA Vet 
Office. The USDA Vet Office is more of an 
“office”, so you do not bring your dogs there. The 
USDA office just checked to make sure you have 
all the proper paperwork and if you do, then they 
emboss the paperwork to make it official. 

After all the “prep” work is done, now we get to 
make the journey overseas. After arriving in 
Hungary, it really kicked in that I was in a 
different country for a dog show. The competition 
was actually three hours away from Budapest, 
where we landed, so we had a team bus that 
brought us down to the competition and we 
stayed a hotel nearby. 
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European Open cont.

When getting to the show site, it was like a 
typical outdoor agility trial, but with people 
from different countries wearing their team 
uniforms. It was exciting to watch the other 
countries practice on the practice courses, 
because then you were able to see what they 
work on and how they handle. 

I do have the say, the courses were difficult, 
but you would expect that at an international 
competition.  I mean, we did train over the 
summer, but the courses over there were still 
hard. Overall, Daggie and I came out with one 
clean round in Individual Agility. Yes, I would 
have liked to done better at the competition, 
but the journey and the experience that I 
gained from this trip was way more beneficial. 

I would have never been able to take this 
journey of a lifetime with the support of my 
parents and the agility community. I was able 
to fundraise $3,000 from donations, running 
as “Magic Mike”, and selling t-shirts & bags. 
This  truly shows how supportive the agility 
community is  and for that I would like to say 
THANK YOU! 

SPDTC

Need more information about the club? Phone: 651-455-2431

Address: 219 13th Avenue South South St. Paul, Minnesota, 55076

Mailing Address:P.O.Box 2443

Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 55076


