
Our spring obedience and agility trials are coming up 
in April. The premiums are already out. We hope 
to see you at one or both events either showing, 
working, or, if you can multitask, maybe both. 
With spring and summer coming, the show 
season gets busier and maybe I will see some of 
you at a local show.

  

Spring Has Sprung

Well, even though it was an easy winter by Minnesota 
standards, it sure is great to see spring approaching. 
It is nice to get outside with our dogs. For us agility 
folks, we get to start using some of that equipment 
we have piled up in the backyard.

Another sign of spring being just around the 
corner is that our annual banquet has come and 
gone. We had about 80 people show up at Joseph’s 
in St. Paul for great food, fun and kudos for dogs 
and handlers alike.

This year we gave special recognition to Phil 
and Cindy Rustad and Marcia  Koukkari for the 
many years of dedication and work for the club. 
We also gave special thanks to our instructors 
and training directors, who work every day to 
keep things running.

I want to welcome John Pidde to the board. In 
addition, John was selected to be our new vice 
president and will be handling our building and 
equipment issues. Phil Rustad and Dick Wood will 
be providing John with the extra support needed to 
keep things running.

I want to give special thanks to departing board 
member, Ann Decker, for serving over the last year 
and her work as training director. Ann did a great 
job and will still be around to help out when needed.

President’s Perspective              

by Karl Blakely
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Have you ever worked for something so hard you 
thought your dream would never come true?  I set a goal 
to reach the Eukanuba National Obedience Invitational 
in Long Beach, Calif., with my dog, Jack.

I was told, “Angie, he is your first competitive 
obedience dog, don’t set your goals so high.”

That comment made me work even harder to make 
it to California. I reached my goal within four years 
of competing with my dog.  I was on my way to 
Long Beach for the big show.
  
The day arrived Dec. 2, 2010.  I was taking off for 
LAX airport with Jack at my side. While on the 
plane, Jack was great. He sat in the middle seat like 
he had done this 100 times before. This put me at 
ease and I felt less nervous about the trip.

We landed around 11:30 a.m. I then called my aunt 
and found out that she had arrived around the same 
time. We met at the airport and took a bus to pick 
up our rental car. Jack was a sport on the bus, on 
the plane, and in the car. I knew it was going to be a 
great weekend.
  
The AKC Obedience Invitational

I walked into the convention center and was 
amazed at how many dogs were there with their  
amazing dog handlers. Wow!

I went to check in and get my number for the 
competition that started at 9 a.m. I then walked 
into the ring area where  eight obedience rings 
were set up. I had never seen such a site as I had 
only showed at small shows where there were 
three rings.

I noticed a few people I knew from my area that 
were invited as well. They were all very focused on 

what was going to come. I tried to keep my nerves 
down while the show began. It was then my turn 
to go in the ring. There were two judges watching 
while I competed.

All I could think was: Just get through the 
first exercise.

I can’t remember what the first exercise was, but I 
do remember that I tripped while heeling my dog 
in the ring. I went from one ring to the other just as 
nervous as the first.

Jack was great. I could not have asked more from 
him. We made a few errors throughout the eight 
rings, but overall we passed most of the exercises.  

That night there was a dinner for all the participants 
and call backs for the next day. Sad to say, I did not 
make the cut for Sunday, but just the honor alone of 
being there was good enough for me.

Jack had taken me so far already and all the 
way to the big time. Thank you Jack for being a 
GREAT dog!

We have attended two AKC Obedience Invitational 
competitions now and I am so proud of him. This 
year we were invited to Orlando, Fla. Wow, what a 
great time we had. And we were much better than 
in Long Beach.
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The trail and scoring system is different than a 
traditional AKC agility trial. We run two jump-
ers courses, one standard course, and one hybrid 
course. The standard course does not contain a 
pause table. The hybrid course typically contains 
only two contact obstacles. Dropped bars are points 
off as are missed contacts and wrong courses.

So it is very important that you complete the entire 
course to get a score. Usually, the top eight to 12 in 
each height group will make it to the finals. 

And most years the entry is around 400-plus dogs, 
so each jump height will have 75 to 100 or more 
dogs. Surprisingly the eight-inch class is usually the 
largest.

For the most part your team needs to run four clean 
runs to make it into the finals. This year we had 
some unusually tough courses so many of the jumps 
heights had one or more dog in the finals with less 
than perfect scores. 

They hold a “fast” course on the day before so 
everyone can get on the course and try out the run-
ning surface. Very few people actually run it as a 
“fast” course. Most people just use the allotted time 
to run whatever pattern they want to. This gives the 
dogs a chance to get out and run after what for most 
people is a long travel time.

With the use of different media options the trial 
has certainly changed over the years. You receive 
a bar code to attach to your leash. As you enter the 
ring, your code is scanned and goes immediately to 
the computer. The scores are quickly displayed on 
twitter. This actually makes it nice if you are watch-
ing one ring and need to keep up with what is going 
on in the other ring without having to run back and 
forth.

Also, the running surface has changed since my first 
Invitational in 2007. The first two years we ran on 
mats. The third year the agility part of the event 
got kicked outside to a tent, making room for more 
conformation dogs. That year they brought in sod
(cont. on page 4)

I have been very fortunate the last five years to have 
been invited and attend the AKC Agility Invitation-
al. This is a show where the AKC invites the top five 
of each breed to compete in a two-day trial.

The first two years I attended with my French bull-
dog, Todd, then the last three years both Todd and 
Richard have been invited.

As much as I do not like to fly, I do enjoy cross-
country car trips. The previous four years the 
Invitational has been held in Long Beach, Calif. Let 
me tell you how unnerving planning a trip over the 
Rocky Mountains in December can be.

This last year, the event moved to Orlando, Fla. 
I must say it was a much less stressful car ride 
this year not having to navigate the mountains 
in the snow.

Agility Invitational Invitational (cont.)

by Mary Phelps

Todd and Richard Rock  
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(cont. from page 3)

and have continued with sod ever since. This year 
was a bit of a challenge as the depth of the sod in 
Florida is considerably less than what was avail-
able in California. This left the ring crew with a very 
tough job keeping the running surface safe for both 
the dogs and handlers. I’m sure they will have this 
problem straightened out by next year.

I must say this is such a fun event to be included 
in. It is so interesting to see all of the different 
breeds competing in the trial. Also, it is fun to see 
many of the coated breeds running in full coats, 
including Lhasas, Old English Sheepdogs, and 
Pulis in full cords.

Also, it is so nice to see a large contingent of upper 
Midwest teams running. This is such an efficient 
and well-run trial, I would certainly recommend 
attending if you ever fortunate enough to receive 
an invitation.

Obedience people heads up. Mark your calendar for 
a 2 day Seminar with Laura Romanik July 7 and 8. 
More details will be announced.

 

Agility Run thrus   April 7th Cost 5$ for 2 min first 
walk 7:45am Contact Kris Osojnicki at machber-
ner@gmail.com for a time slot.
Hosted by Ginny Hayes

Invitational (cont.) Announcements
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Obedience People Heads-Up

Mark your calendar for a two-day seminar 
with Laura Romanik July 7 and 8, 2012. More 
details to come.

Agility People Heads-Up

Run-thrus April 7, 2012
Cost $5 for two minutes
First walk starts at 7:45 a.m.

Contact Kris Osojnicki at
machberner@gmail.com for a time slot.
Hosted by Ginny Hayes.
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most appreciated. See the website for more details.

Ginny Hayes, our new seminars coordinator, is 
finalizing the details for a workshop with Laura 
Romanik. This will be held the weekend of July 7-8, 
2012. SPDTC members will have first shot at work-
ing spots.

On the agility side:

In January, SPDTC hosted two days of workshops 
with internationally known agility handler, Joan 
Meyer. Many of our members participated in this 
workshop, and a good time was had by all.

The next SPDTC agility trial is scheduled for April 
13-15, 2012. If you are new to agility, this is a great 
time to see what all the buzz is about. Come down 
and visit.

In closing, I would like to thank Ann Decker, who 
preceded me in the director of training position. 
Ann has a level head, and her thoughtful approach 
to problem solving is an excellent example of how 
this position should work within the Club.

Introductions:  This is my first newsletter report as 
director of training at St. Paul Dog Training Club. I 
was elected to this position in February, at the Club 
banquet (thanks to all involved in organizing that 
fun event).

I have been a member of SPDTC for quite a while 
now, and this is my third term on the board of 
directors. I am active in agility both as a competi-
tor and as an instructor at the Club. I know many of 
you (and your dogs!), but if we haven’t met, please 
say “Hi!” I am always interested in what you think.

We have a few things to report on the 
obedience side:

SPDTC is adding Open and Utility classes to the 
Wednesday morning schedule beginning March 28, 
2012. Open exercises will be at 10 a.m., with combined 
Advanced Heeling at 10:45, followed by Utility at 
11:15. These classes will be taught by Pat Nevins 
(welcome to “retirement,” Pat!), and the cost is $10 
for Club members, $12 for non-members.

Angie Martizna is offering a new third level optional 
class, 6 p.m. on Tuesday nights. This class adds fun 
activities and emphasizes creative techniques to 
enrich their dog-to-handler relationship. This is a 
10-week course, and is suitable for students not intending 
to compete along with potential competitors looking 
for a bridge class before the Novice class. Pat Nevins’ 
pre-Novice class will still be offered at 7 p.m.

There will be an Obedience Fun Match on Satur-
day, April 21, 2012. Details are available on the 
SPDTC website.

Volunteers are needed for the April 27-29, 2012, 
Obedience Trial. You will receive one free advanced 
class, and a tasty meal for your efforts. If you have 
never worked as a ring steward before, don’t be shy! 
A training class is available, and your help will be 
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"Obedience. It's not just for chicks anymore."
(left to right) Phil Rustad, Roger Peterson, John Pidde, Ron Halling, Mike Bode

Photo by Dan Everetts of Sioux Falls


